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Thomas Middleton : A Chaste Maid in Cheapside (New Mermaids)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Chaste Maid in Cheapside (New Mermaids): 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Poor edition (Dodo press)By Candyce CarterBe careful about which 
edition of this play (or others) that you purchase. The Dodo Press edition is cheaper and might work if you only want 
the play, but it's pretty useless if you are reading it for a course or need to write a paper. Here's why: 1. there are no 
line numbers (making it hard--no impossible, really--to cite). 2. There are no notes or explanatory information. This is 
a Renaissance/Jacobean comedy and includes a lot of slang ("cant") and double entendres. Spend a little more and get 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00KJDZN8M


the other edition.4 of 6 people found the following review helpful. makes you wonder about nature vs nurtureBy A 
CustomerThis work of Thomas Middleton wonder about the nature vs nurture issue. Are we preprogrammed to be who 
we are or does our upbringing shape who we are? In this play, we are given several examples of love and marriage and 
how these things can be corrupted. What Middleton asks is: Are marriage and love corrupted by people themselves or 
is it a corrupted institution from the start? He also pays close attention to the value of money and commodities. 
Marriage was a money-making venture during the Renaissance and in some places, it still is. You have to keep asking 
yourself while reading this play if, in Middleton's society, true love is possible and, if so, how can it or will it 
eventually overcome a society based on material possessions and monetary value?

Written for the adult players at the open-air Swan theatre in 1613,this master-piece of Jacobean city comedy signals its 
ironic natureeven in the title: chaste maids, like most other goods and people inLondon's busiest commercial area, are 
likely to be fake. Money is moreimportant than either happiness or honour; and the most covetedcommodities to be 
bought with it are sex and social prestige. Middletoninterweaves the fortunes of four families, who either seek to 
marrytheir children off as profitably as possible, to stop having any morefor fear of poverty, or to acquire some in 
order to keep their propertyin the family. Most prosperous is the husband who pimps his wife to arich knight and lets 
him support the household with his alimony. Likemany early modern critics of London's enormous growth, this 
playwarned: the city is a monster that lives off the money the countryproduces.


