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Thomas Heywood : A Woman Killed With Kindness: Revised edition (New Mermaids)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Woman Killed With Kindness: Revised 
edition (New Mermaids): 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Heywood's masterpieceBy Martin LeblHeywood was a very prolific 
contemporary of Shakespeare. This play is one of his best, and is quite often revived for performance over in the 
British Isles. It is an intriguing story of love, friendship, hate, disloyalty, and treachery. Heywood skillfully walks us 
through the emotions, and there are few surprises lurking in the text, as not everything happens as we expect, and the 
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price of honor turns out to be high, but not higher then of love. As is the custom of Elizabethean drama we have a 
main plot, and we also have a subplot, which serves to highlight the main plot. These two are complimentary, and 
highlight each others failings very nicely. When characters of the main plot make the wrong choices, the sub plot 
shows us the right choice in a similar situation, and thus the play is doubly effective. Highly recommended to see that 
there were other great playwrights besides Shakespeare in the Elizabethean drama, and that they are only unknown 
today, because Shakespeare was such a giant, that he overshadows, even very competent writers, who would have 
shinned brightly in any other period.

"Here lies she whom her husband's kindness killeddagger;? This is the epitaph, in golden letters, Master John 
Frankford proposes for the tomb of his wife, Anne, who has just starved herself to death. Frankford congratulates 
himself on the clever means by which he has brought his wife to repentance-and got rid of her. The marriage is 
comfortable, if uneventful, until Frankford gives his friend Wendoll the free use of his table and purse. When Wendoll 
takes even more than was offered, and confesses his desperate love to Anne, a complex and tragic drama ensues. 
Praised as Heywood's best play and as the best "domestic tragedy,dagger;? A Woman Killed with Kindness (1603) 
requires us to consider who and what the household includes and on what conditions. What are the limits of 
hospitality? What are the relationships between friendship and marriage, intimacy and possession? This student edition 
contains a fully annotated version of the playtext in modern spelling. The Introduction includes a detailed discussion 
of the play's interpretation and stage history.
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