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Alexander Nemerov : Acting in the Night: Macbeth and the Places of the Civil War  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Acting in the Night: Macbeth and the Places of the 
Civil War: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Perfect PerformanceBy Bill BlazajowskiImpeccably researched 
and beautifully written, Alexander Nemerov's study on the American Civil War is an astounding work of scholarship. 
Like the influence of the October 17, 1863 performance of Macbeth he traces, his study creates a unique art historical 
space that disrupts and reconfigures the already well-trod ground of American Civil War history. Yet as each chapter 
unfolds, we dimly intuit we are reading more than mere art history. Nemerov has privileged us with something more 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B004NBZGI8


fundamental, more essential than that. We have instead encountered a work of art in its own right.0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. Five StarsBy JJWow - exhilarating exploration

What can the performance of a single play on one specific night tell us about the world this event inhabited so briefly? 
Alexander Nemerov takes a performance of Macbeth in Washington, DC on October 17, 1863mdash;with Abraham 
Lincoln in attendancemdash;to explore this question and illuminate American art, politics, technology, and life as it 
was being lived. Nemerovrsquo;s inspiration is Wallace Stevens and his poem "Anecdote of the Jar," in which a single 
object organizes the wilderness around it in the consciousness of the poet. For Nemerov, that eveningrsquo;s 
performance of Macbeth reached across the tragedy of civil war to acknowledge the horrors and emptiness of a world 
it tried and ultimately failed to change.

ldquo;This book is a tour de force, a remarkable journey through history and art. . . . Highly recommended.rdquo; 


