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John H. Astington : Actors and Acting in Shakespeare's Time  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised Actors and Acting in Shakespeare's Time: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Required readingBy free_laborFor anyone interested in what we 
know about Elizabethan/Stuart acting practices, this is required reading. Amazing research, a very complete book. He 
is sometimes speculative, but within reason. The chapter on cast lists is excellent, especially his appraisal of 'Roman 
Actor,' and the book contains an index of every known Elizabethan and Stuart actor--indispensable.2 of 3 people found 
the following review helpful. next time a bigger shovelBy d.w.armstronghaving a degree in drama and being a 
bardolater i was really excited about this book. what a ripping disappointment. it was a hodge podge of bombast, 
anachronism,and affected academics. no nuts and bolts info, like guilds, apprenticeship, theater company rivalries 
,shifting personnel or londoners performing in other countries. the book arrived quickly and in beautiful condition.

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B009XAGBPQ


John Astington brings the acting style of the Shakespearean period to life, describing and analysing the art of the 
player in the English professional theatre between Richard Tarlton and Thomas Betterton. The book pays close 
attention to the cultural context of stage playing, the critical language used about it, and the kinds of training and 
professional practice employed in the theatre at various times over the course of roughly one hundred years - 
1558ndash;1660. Perfect for courses, this 2010 survey takes into account recent discoveries about actors and their 
social networks, about apprenticeship and company affiliations, and about playing outside the major centre of theatre, 
London. Astington considers the educational tradition of playing, in schools, universities, legal inns, and choral 
communities, in comparison to the work of the professional players. A comprehensive biographical dictionary of all 
major professional players of the Shakespearean period is included as a handy reference guide.

'The book offers a complex, lively, absorbing sense of the acting profession, its 'art' and social networks.' Eleanor 
Lowe, Early TheatreAbout the AuthorJohn H. Astington is Professor in the Department of English and the Graduate 
Centre for the Study of Drama at the University of Toronto. He is the author of English Court Theatre, 1558-1642 
(Cambridge University Press, 1999), and has published articles and chapters in many books and journals including The 
Cambridge Companion to Shakespeare, The Cambridge Shakespeare Library, The Oxford Handbook to Early Modern 
Theatre and The Oxford Dictionary of National Biography. 


