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Peter O'Connor, Michael Anderson : Applied Theatre: Research: Radical Departures  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Applied Theatre: Research: Radical 
Departures: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Matthew BernierExcellent

Applied Theatre: Research is the first book to consolidate thinking about applied theatre as research through a 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00Q8M1I0K


thorough investigation of ATAR as a research methodology. It will be an indispensable resource for teachers and 
researchers in the area.The first section of the book details the history of the relationship between applied theatre and 
research, especially in the area of evaluation and impact assessment, and offering an examination of the literature 
surrounding applied theatre and research. The book then explores how applied theatre as research (ATAR) works as a 
democratic and pro-social adjunct to community based research and explains its complex relationship to arts informed 
inquiry, Indigenous research methods and other research epistemologies. The book provides a rationale for this 
approach focusing on its capacity for reciprocity within communities. The second part of the book provides a series of 
international case studies of effective practice which detail some of the key approaches in the method and based on 
work conducted in Australia, New Zealand, Singapore and the South Pacific. The case studies provide a range of 
cultural contexts for the playing out of various forms of ATAR, and a concluding chapter considers the tensions and 
the possibilities inherent in ATAR.This is a groundbreaking book for all researchers who are working with 
communities who require a method that moves beyond current research practice.

The practices discussed [are] radical and indeed vital for a South/African applied theatre research praxis. South 
African Theatre JournalAbout the AuthorMichael Anderson is Associate Professor, Associate Dean and Head of 
Drama Education at the University of Sydney, Australia. His recent publications explore how aesthetic education is 
changing in the 21st century. These publications include Masterclass in Drama Education: transforming teaching and 
learning, Teaching the Screen, Film Education for Generation Next (with Miranda Jefferson), Drama with Digital 
Technology (with John Carroll and David Cameron, Continuum, 2009) and Real Players: Drama, Education and 
Technology (with John Carroll and David Cameron Trentham, 2006). Peter O'Connor is Associate Professor and the 
Director of the Critical Research Unit in Applied Theatre at the University of Auckland, New Zealand. His research 
interests centre on the application of drama pedagogy within wider social justice or public education actions. His most 
recent work includes the development of the Teaspoon of Light Theatre Company as a response to the trauma of over 
3000 earthquakes in Christchurch. 


