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Peter Coleman : Basics - A Beginner's Guide to Special Effects  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Basics - A Beginner's Guide to Special Effects: 

This title introduces newcomers to the world of special effects. It describes all types of special effects including 
pyrotechnic, smoke and lighting effects, projections, noise machines, etc. It places emphasis on the safe storage, 
handling and use of pyrotechnics
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