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John H. Houchin : Censorship of the American Theatrein the Twentieth Century (Cambridge Studiesin
American Theatre and Drama) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and

all praised Censorship of the American Theatre in the Twentieth Century (Cambridge Studiesin American Theatre and
Drama):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy MacKenzie Larsonl learned alot from this book. |
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never realized how thistopic comes up in every day conversations.

John Houchin explores the impact of censorship in twentieth-century American theatre, arguing that theatrical
censorship coincided with significant challengesto religious, political and cultural systems. The study provides a
summary of theatre censorship in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries and analyses key episodes from 1900 to
2000. These include attempts to censure Olga Nethersole for her production of Sappho in 1901 and the theatre riots of
1913 that greeted the Abbey Theatre's production of Playboy of the Western World. Houchin explores the efforts to
suppress playsin the 1920s that dealt with transgressive sexual material and investigates Congress politically
motivated assaults on plays and actors during the 1930s and 1940s. He investigates the impact of racial violence,
political assassinations and the Vietnam War on the trajectory of theatre in the 1960s and concludes by examining the
response to gay activist plays such as Angelsin America.

"Houchin has written the most comprehensive book currently available on censorship in 20th-century American
theater.... Essential." Choice"Although Houchin's emphasis is more on the history of censorship and less on an
argument about it, he does a splendid job defining the forces behind that conservatism and observing how those forces
adapt and take different form over time." American Literature, D. Quentin Miller, Suffolk UniversityAbout the
AuthorJohn Houchin is Associate Professor of Theatre at Boston College, Massachusetts. He is the author of The
Critical Response to Eugene O'Neill (1993). His work has also been published in The Drama, The New England
Theatre Journal, The Journal of American Theatre and Drama, Theatre History Studies and the Eugene O'Neill .



