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Jeffrey Fisher : CliffsNotes on Shakespeare's Henry V (Cliffsnotes Literature Guides)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised CliffsNotes on Shakespeare's Henry V 
(Cliffsnotes Literature Guides): 

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Shakespeare's "Henry V" as the Idealized Christian KingBy 
Lawrance BernaboJeffrey Fisher's Cliffs Notes for Shakespeare's "Henry V" provides two sections that are useful 
before you even begin to read the play. First, he provides the background of the play through brief synopses of 
"Richard II," "Henry IV, Part I" and "Henry IV, Part II." Without some understanding of Harry's wilder days as 
Falstaff's companion and his trouble relationship with his father, you cannot appreciate the transformation of the 
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prince into a mighty king. Second, Fisher provides a description of Sixteenth-Century Political Theory, especially as it 
relates to the political realities of Shakespeare's time when the legitimacy of Queen Elizabeth Tudor was called into 
question. This is important because in many ways Henry V represents the ideal Christian King and it was important 
that the reigning monarch measure up to that standard (consider how Shakespeare tries to please Elizabeth's successor, 
James I from Scotland, in his play "MacBeth").After providing a very brief section on the Life of Shakespeare and 
Genealogical Tables of the royal families involved in this particular history cycle, Fisher writes a general plot 
summary of "Henry V" and lists the characters in terms of the English and the French. As is usual with the little yellow 
books with the black stripes, the Summaries and Commentaries section goes through the play scene-by-scene. The 
ideal way of using these sections is to read the commentaries after you have read the corresponding scene. This is 
important because Fisher does not make as much use of the actual dialogue of the play as I have seen other Cliffs 
Notes do with Shakespeare (he does, however, provide a loose translation of the scene [Act III, Scene 4] in French 
between Katharine and Alice), on the off chance a translation is not provided in your copy of the play. After this main 
section, Fisher provides a very brief Character Summation of the title character.All things considered, I would judge 
this to be an average Cliffs Notes. One of the great utilities of this particular play comes from the two film versions 
that exist. Whether I was teaching this play, or any other work of Shakespeare, I always show my students the 
Prologue and Act I of "Henry V" from the Olivier and Branagh versions. The Olivier version has the virtue of staging 
these particular scenes on the stage of the Globe Theater, representative of an actual performance of Shakespeare. In 
contrast, Branagh's version provides an intense intimacy. Taken together the two versions show students the range 
available in Shakespeare (aspects played for comedy in one version are dead serious in the other). Even if you do not 
screen all of either film, it is worthwhile to devote one class period to showing students the opening of both films.

The original CliffsNotes study guides offer expert commentary on major themes, plots, characters, literary devices, 
and historical background. The latest generation of titles in this series also feature glossaries and visual elements that 
complement the classic, familiar format.In CliffsNotes on Henry V (the final play in Shakespeare's political tetralogy), 
you once again meet young Prince Hal who is now the ideal Christian monarch, King Henry V. To retain power and 
increase revenue, he finds he must lead his soldiers in battle against France to reclaim land and titles.A character study 
on King Henry V and a close look at sixteenth century politics shed light on the Bard's intentions for the play. You'll 
also explore synopses of the three related history plays that lead up to Henry V. Count on CliffsNotes on Henry V for 
detailed summaries and commentaries on every scene to help you appreciate the complexity of the play.Other features 
that help you study include A list of characters and their rolesAn interactive quizEssay topics and review 
questionsClassic literature or modern-day treasuremdash;you'll understand it all with expert information and insight 
from CliffsNotes study guides.
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