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David Brown : God and Mystery in Words: Experience through Metaphor and Drama  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised God and Mystery in Words: Experience 
through Metaphor and Drama: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Another great book by one of the best thinkers working todayBy 
HoodlumDavid Brown's style is learned but engaging. His subject matter will interest almost anyone fascinated by 
religion today, for he deals with how things work in religion: specifically, with such experiences as hymns, psalms, 
drama, and music. As always, Brown is a mainstream, orthodox thinker who is never afraid to challenge the received 
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view of important matters. This book is part of a larger project, all of whose parts can be highly recommended.

In God and Mystery in Words David Brown uses the way in which poetry and drama have in the past opened people to 
the possibility of religious experience as a launch pad for advocating less wooden approaches to Christian worship 
today. So far from encouraging imagination and exploration, hymns and sermons now more commonly merely 
consolidate belief. Again, contemporary liturgy in both its music and its ceremonial fails to take seriously either 
currentdramatic theory or the sociology of ritual. Yet this was not always so. Imagery and hymns mattered, liturgial 
msic encouraged a sense of drama, sermons required rhetoric. In a characteristically stimulatling and inspiringly 
expansive study, that ranges from ancient Greek drama to modern poetry, from the meaning ofthe Logos to the history 
of vestments, David Brown pleads for a much wider focus on the kind of factors that aid experience of God.

"Over the course of these three volumes he has provided a fine example of how Christianity and imagination can be 
brought together in a creative and stimulating way." --Anglican Theological About the AuthorDavid Brown is Van 
Mildert Professor of Divinity at Durham University, and a Fellow of the British Academy. 


