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Judson Lee Pierce : Greater Boston Community Theater  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Greater Boston Community Theater: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. community theater in a spotlightBy Vitaliy M. SlobotskoyA 
beautifully designed and thoughtful book about the life of community theaters in Boston area; concise and poetic 
essay, a great collection of old photos. This is a book for those interested in the inner workings of a theater and how a 
play is being brought on stage.

The roots of community theater can be traced back to before the Revolutionary War. In the years that followed, many 
towns throughout America were fortunate to have both professional and amateur acting companies. The evolution of 
the moving picture forced many of these professional theaters to close their doors, but theater lovers in small 
communities still wanted the real thing, live theater. Today there are numerous community theater groups around the 
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Boston area, including the oldest continuing community theater group in the country, the Footlight Club, which was 
founded in 1877. In the spirit of community, many theater companies donate to charities and sponsor playwriting 
contests and scholarship programs. They all share a common goal: bring live theater to suburban communities. Greater 
Boston Community Theater presents rare photographs from more than a dozen community theaters to document and 
celebrate the rich tapestry of theater life.

About the AuthorJudson Lee Pierce has a degree in political science from Vassar College and a juris doctor from 
Suffolk University. Pierce has acted in more than 50 plays and serves on the board of directors for the Eastern 
Massachusetts Association of Community Theaters. 


