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Augusto Boal : Hamlet and the Baker's Son: My Life in Theatre and Politics (Augusto Boal's Memoirs)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Hamlet and the Baker's Son: 
My Life in Theatre and Politics (Augusto Boal's Memoirs): 

Hamlet and the Baker's Son is the autobiography of Augusto Boal, inventor of the internationally renowned Forum 
Theatre system, and 'Theatre of the Oppressed' and author of Games for Actors and Non-Actors and Legislative 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00B1XFULY


Theatre. Continuing to travel the world giving workshops and inspiration to teachers, prisoners, actors and care-
workers, Augusto Boal is a visionary as well as a product of his times - the Brazil of military dictatorship and artistic 
and social repression and was once imprisoned for his subversive activities. From his early days in Brazil's political 
theatre movement to his recent experiments with theatre as a democratic political process, Boal's story is a moving and 
memorable one. He has devised a unique way of using the stage to empower the disempowered, and taken his methods 
everywhere from the favelas of Rio to the rehearsal studios of the Royal Shakespeare Company.

From Library JournalBoal is the inventive stage director who owns the area of contemporary theater devoted to 
political activism, both as a theorist and a practitioner. Brazilian by birth and temperament, he has developed the 
Forum Theatre, the Legislative Theatre, the Rainbow of Desire, and other explorations of audience activity. In this 
autobiography, he reveals the origins and development of his vision. He does not offer a chronology of events but a 
narration of remembered and re-imagined encounters with people, objects, texts, ideas, theaters, places, and audiences 
and they all have stories. Boal remembers everything in vigorous, amused, physical terms. He is a perfect observer 
who sees everything as comic/sad/ridiculous/tragic all at the same time, with the notable exception of imprisonment 
and torture, which for him were formative life experiences. His self-deprecating style is most accessible. For him, not 
only is all politics local, so is all theater. All active theater collections should put this right next to his recent 
Legislative Theatre: Using Performance to Make Politics. Thomas E. Luddy, Salem State Coll., MA Copyright 2001 
Reed Business Information, Inc. ...an engaging tale that swerves away from the stated purpose of theatrical history on 
enough occasions to keep the book from becoming dry and didactic.ndash;J. Lucinda Kidder, Theatre JournalHamlet 
and the Baker's Son is written with a spirit of generosity and sincere affection for Brazil and its theatre. The intense 
vitality and shrewd accuracy of observation of the human condition that are Boal's trademarks shine through and 
reward the reader with a deeper understanding of one of the most influential theatre innovators of our time.ndash;J. 
Lucinda Kidder, Theatre JournalLanguage NotesText: English (translation) Original Language: Portugese 


