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Alan F. Dutka : Historic Movie Theaters of Downtown Cleveland (Landmarks)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Historic Movie Theaters of Downtown Cleveland 
(Landmarks): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Interesting readBy T. RathburnI like Mr Dutka's style. Lots of facts 
written in a conversational style that flows well. No fluff either. I'm old enough to remember many of these theaters, 
plus I worked downtown for 40 years when many of them were still standing. Finally, as a theater history enthusiast 
myself, I am in awe of the amount of research Mr Dutka has done.

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B01FOLY082


The first movie theaters in Cleveland consisted of converted storefronts with sawed-off telephone poles substituting 
for chairs and bedsheets acting as screens. In 1905, Clevelanders marveled at moving images at Raffertys Monkey 
House while dodging real monkeys and raccoons that wandered freely through the bar. By the early 1920s, a collection 
of marvelous movie palaces like the Stillman Theater lined Euclid Avenue, but they survived for just two generations. 
Clevelanders united to save the State, Ohio and Allen Theaters, among others, as wrecking balls converged for 
demolition. Those that remain compose one of the nations largest performing arts centers. Alan F. Dutka shares the 
remarkable histories of Clevelands downtown movie theaters and their reemergence as community landmarks.

About the AuthorNative Clevelander Alan Dutka is the author of five other Cleveland history titles: Misfortune on 
Cleveland s Millionaires Row; AsiaTown Cleveland: From Tong Wars to Dim Sum; Cleveland Calamities: A History 
of Storm, Fire and Pestilence; East Fourth Street: The Rise, Decline, and Rebirth of an Urban Cleveland Street and 
Cleveland s Short Vincent: The Theatrical Grill and its Notorious Neighbors. 


