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Bernth Lindfors: Ira Aldridge: Performing Shakespearein Europe, 1852-1855: 3 (Rochester Studiesin African
History and the Diaspora) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al
praised Ira Aldridge: Performing Shakespeare in Europe, 1852-1855: 3 (Rochester Studies in African History and the

Diaspora):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy CustomerAfter seeing the red curtain. This provided


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00H6V0EFM

more background of the times.

IraAldridge: Performing Shakespeare in Europe, 1852-1855, the third volume of Bernth Lindfors's award-winning
biography, traces the American-born black classical actor'sitinerary on his firstContinental tour. Starting in Brussels
and following Aldridge up the Rhine to Basel, on to Berlin and Vienna, and cities in Prussiaand Hungary, Lindfors
recounts the major performances and analyzesaudience responses to them. Because European audiences wanted to see
this"African" actor in Shakespearean roles rather than in the melodramas and farces that were popular in Britain,
Aldridgeconcentrated amost exclusively on performing as Othello, Shylock, Macbeth, and Richard 111. He performed
the roles in English even when acting with local companies who spoke in German, Hungarian, oranother European
language. Aldridge's impressive manner of interpreting these characters won him many honors, awards, and medals,
some bestowed by heads of state or by national academies. Drawing on myriad reviews, playbills, and letters, many of
them penned by Aldridge himself, Lindfors examinesin detail Aldridge's interpretations of these timeless characters
and shows why these were Aldridge'sglory years. Bernth Lindfors, professor emeritus of English and African
Literatures, University of Texas at Austin, isthe author of Ira Aldridge: The Early Y ears, 1807-1833 and Ira Aldridge:
The Vagabond Y ears, 1833-1852, both published by the University of Rochester Pressin 2011.

Recommended. CHOICE Bernth Lindfors's Aldridge series is a breathtaking and ambitious project of both superlative
scholarship and the utmost historical importance, written in a precise, fluent, and charming style that is straightforward
and authoritative. In Ira Aldridge: Performing Shakespeare in Europe, 1852-1855, Lindfors provides much new
information on topics such as Aldridge's character, acting style, use of gesture and voice, performance strategies, and
ideological disposition that will become anchoring reference points for future scholarship. --Colin Chambers, author of
Black and Asian Theatre in Britain: A HistoryAbout the AuthorBernth Lindforsis professor emeritus of English and
African literatures at The University of Texas at Austin.



