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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Jackie Coogan: The 
World's Boy King: A Biography of Hollywood's Legendary Child Star (The Scarecrow Filmmakers Series): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Nothing but the bestBy Commando BigA great read and what a 
story. You won't be able to put it down. Something for those cold evenings by the fire.9 of 14 people found the 
following review helpful. Jackie Coogan's Life StoryBy MDiana Serra Cary was once know as Baby Peggy in the 
1920's. Mrs. Cary must have done exhaustive research into the life of fellow child star Jackie Coogan. She also reveals 
a crime that was committed during Coogan's college years. Jackie Coogan: The World's Boy King is aptly titled. 
Coogan's parents were Vaudeville actors. Charles Chaplin was searching for a child to work in one of his pictures. 
Adorable 6 year old Jackie got the part. Until he hit the awkward age, Jackie was making millions of dollars. There 
were no laws during that era about child labor or whether the child would benefit in adulthood from a working 
childhood. Jackie was mobbed all over the world. Since the pictures he made were silent, the subtitles could be 
changed for every country. Naturally, this greatly effected the child. During his teenage years he was in an automobile 
crash with 3 other people. Jackie was the only survivor. His father had died.When it came time for Jackie to inherit his 
trust fund he discovered that he had no right to it under the law. His Mother, now remarried met Jackie in court to fight 
over his childhood earnings. The public was horrified to learn that Jackie under old fashioned laws was not entitled to 
one red cent. This is how the famous Coogan law was brought into effect. At this time Jackie was married to Betty 
Grable. He was terribly cruel to Betty. Continuously drunk one night he urinated all over his wife. Unable to find work 
because of being black listed by Mayor, Coogan enlisted in the military. Later in life he would become known as 
Uncle Fester on the Adam's Family.8 of 12 people found the following review helpful. Life of JackieBy So. Calif book 
readerThis was a good book and easy and fast to read. It mainly focuses on the very early film making of Jackie, and 
then goes into his later years. The only thing that makes me wonder about authors of these biographies (of which I 
read MANY), is when their information is not correct, and then I wonder a bit what else might be not quite the truth. 
In this respect, I refer to a couple of references which the average reader might say "who even cares", but what I am 
saying here is that if this information is incorrect, then what else hasn't been researched thoroughly or completely and 
happens to be wrong? Are we getting the real truth? My questions here refers to when Jack Coogan died, and the 
author says that he was buried at Calvary Cemetery in Culver City. Calvary is in East L.A. (where Jack is), and Culver 
City is where another Catholic cemetery is located. So we have not good research here. Then, after Jackie died, the 
book says he was "laid to rest at Holy Cross Mausoleum, near the crypt that held the remains of Jack Coogan Sr." But 
before it says he's at Calvary, now it's Holy Cross. And I do happen to know the truth. Jack is at Calvary, but Jackie is 
at Holy Cross. So, maybe trivial to some, but like I say, whatother information may not be the real truth. Another bit of 
the book that disturbed me was when the auto accident happened that killed Jack and injured Jackie. She says that after 
the accident the mother was notified at 5 PM, and that immediately his stepfather chartered a plane in Los Angeles, 
which consisted of his mother, their doctor and 4 other people and when they arrived in San Diego they were led by 
police escort the 59 miles to the acident area. She makes it sounds like this was accomplished in a very brief time 
period, but honestly, chartering a plane and getting 6 or more people to the airport and flying to San Diego and then 
driving 59 miles of rugged road would take an awfully long time, many hours I would think. They would have arrived 
at 2 in the morning or something. This isn't very believable. But it's a good book and I liked it. Jackie was fortunate to 
live out his life and die a natural, as he lived some pretty fast years.

Discovered by Charlie Chaplin in 1919, four-year-old Jackie Coogan soared to overnight stardom for his title role in 
the silent masterpiece, The Kid. A string of successes followed, including Peck's Bad Boy, Oliver Twist, and A Boy of 
Flanders, earning Coogan a fortune of four million dollars. Dubbed 'The Millionaire Kid' by the press, he later had to 
sue his parents in a futile attempt to recover his squandered fortune. His later years were marked with penury and the 
cruel diminishment of his childhood fame. As an adult, he found work in character roles and gained unexpected but 
fleeting fame as 'Uncle Fester' in the series The Addams Family. He continued to make guest appearances on 
television until his death in 1984. In Jackie Coogan: The World's Boy King, Diana Serra Cary reveals the little-known 
and even less understood private life of this famous child star and his dysfunctional family. She looks at the highs and 
lows of an actor who reached the height of fame before ten and whose subsequent career took an inevitable fall. Cary 
also examines the conduct of Coogan's parents, whose behavior served as an unfortunate model for countless others 
who sought fame and fortune through their children's success. The author, a major child star (the former Baby Peggy), 
employs her own hard-won insight to explore the career and family woes of another in this fascinating account about 
one of the greatest child stars of all time. Includes more than 30 photos.

A constant surprise and a compulsive read. Highly recommended. (Kevin Brownlow)Diana Serra Cary has written the 
most penetrating and perceptive biography yet on a child star.... She accomplishes this because she knows first-hand 
what it was like growing up famous in the 1920s and having the adoration of the movie-going public.... The author's 
style is irresistible.... Her sprinkling of vaudeville jargon makes that period in life more vivid than an ordinary retelling 



by a less informed writer. She supplements her insider info with interviews she has conducted with Coogan's personal 
friends, family and coworkers.... This is an extremely well-written, well thought out, meticulously researched 
volume....No other writer could have done Jackie Coogan justice. How I wish there were more writers like Diane Serra 
Cary. (Laura Wagner Classic Images)Thoroughly researched and highly detailed. (Union Tribune)Jackie Coogan's 
story has been rescued, presented with great skill and pathos... (Tom Nolan The L A Times Book )Best known for his 
role as Charlie Chaplin's sidekick in The Kid (1921), Jackie Coogan achieved stardom and considerable wealth before 
the age of 10. He later sued his parents (unsuccessfully) in an attempt to recover his squandered fortune. In this 
biography, Cary describes Coogan's private life and examines the conduct of his parents. A full-time writer and 
professional speaker, Cary is a former child star who was known as "Baby Peggy." This reprint is the first paperback 
edition of a volume originally published in 2003. (Reference and Research Book News, May 2007)Diana Serra Cary 
understands child stars, having been there herself, but she also brings research and literary flair to her depiction of 
Jackie Coogan and the era that crowned him its Boy King. (Ronald L. Davis, author of The Glamour Factory and 
Professor Emeritus of History, Southern Methodist University)About the AuthorDiana Serra Cary is the former child 
star known as Peggy-Jean Montgomery. She is currently a full-time writer and professional speaker. In 2002 she 
received The Hubbard Award by the Niles Essanay Museum Association for her contributions to film history. In 1996 
she received a Lifetime Achievement Award from Cinecon. She is the author of numerous books including Whatever 
Happened to Baby Peggy? 


