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Sheila M .F. Johnston : Let'sGoto The Grand!: 100 Yearsof Entertainment at London's Grand Theatre before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Let's Go to The Grand!: 100
Y ears of Entertainment at London's Grand Theatre;

Thislavishly illustrated book lovingly documents 100 yearsin the life of the Grand Theatre of London, Ontario, which
opened in 1901.

"A fascinating history of awonderful old theatre." - Hume Cronyn In September of 1901 London's New Grand Opera
House flung open its doors. Boasting a beautiful interior design, and with the most modern stage equipment available,
the theatre was large enough to accommaodate over 1,700 patrons and the largest touring shows of the time. With
impresario Ambrose J. Small at the helm, anew erain theatrical entertainment began. Throughout the next hundred
years, the Grand Theatre hosted everything from stock companies to minstrel shows, from vaudeville to star-studded
productions. The celebrated amateur theatre company, London Little Theatre, made The Grand its home for decades.
As Canadian theatre came into its own in the 1970s, The Grand embraced professional theatre status. Throughout all
these changes The Grand has remained London's "Grand Old Lady of Richmond Street." Legendary performers from
the past, including the Marks Brothers, Anna Pavlova and John Gielgud have graced its vast stage, as have such
contemporary stage stars as Hume Cronyn, William Hutt and Martha Henry. This extensively researched book,
lavishly illustrated, lovingly documents the life of The Grand. Theatre stories from every decade of The Grand's
colourful life abound throughout. To read this book isto come to know London's Grand Theatre in all its architectural
splendour and its legacy in Canadian theatre history.About the AuthorSheila M.F. Johnston was raised in Stratford,
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Ontario. She earned aB.A. in English in 1980 from the University of Western Ontario, London. During a 20-year
career in arts marketing, Sheila has worked at The Stratford Festival, The Globe Theatre (Regina, Saskatchewan), The
Nuffield Theatre (Southampton, England), The Lighthouse Festival Theatre (Port Dover, Ontario), the Grand Thestre
(London, Ontario) and the Gateway Theatre (Richmond, B.C.).



