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David Hassler : May 4th Voices: Kent State, 1970: A Play  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised May 4th Voices: Kent State, 1970: A Play: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. IntenseBy JPeteI found this while doing research on a lecture for the 
theme "A Generation Grows Up" about the coming of age of the baby boomers. The voices in the play are as fresh as 
they were the day of the incident. This is an era America needs to come back to occasionally and never forget the 
sacrifices of those against the war as well as those who bravely fought in the Vietnam War.

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00C76JTV6


Eyewitness testimony brought to life through verbatim theaterOn May 4, 1970, National Guardsmen occupying the 
Kent State University campus fired 67 shots in 13 seconds, leaving four students dead. This tragedy had a profound 
impact on Northeast Ohio and the nation and is credited as a catalyst in changing Americansrsquo; views toward U.S. 
involvement in Vietnam. Supported by the Ohio Humanities Council, May 4th Voices was originally written and 
performed as part of a community arts project for the 40th commemoration of the events of May 4th.The text of David 
Hasslerrsquo;s play is based on the Kent State Shootings Oral History Project, begun in 1990 by Sandra Halem and 
housed in Kent State University Librariesrsquo; Department of Special Collections and Archives. The collection is 
comprised of over 110 interviews, with first-person narratives and personal reactions to the events of May 4, 1970, 
from the viewpoints of members of the Kent community; Kent State faculty, students, alumni, staff, and administrators 
who were on campus that day; and National Guardsmen, police, hospital personnel, and others whose lives were 
affected by their experience. Weaving these voices and stories together anonymously, Hasslerrsquo;s play tells the 
human story of May 4th and its aftermath, capturing the sense of trauma, confusion, and fear felt by all people 
regardless of where they stood that day.Directed by Katherine Burke, May 4th Voices premiered on May 2, 2010, on 
the Kent State University campus. It offered the Kent community an opportunity to take ownership of its own tragic 
story and engage in a creative, healing dialogue. Now, with the publication of the play and its accompanying 
teacherrsquo;s guide and DVD, May 4th Voices brings to a national audience the emotional truth of this tragedy, 
connecting it to the larger issues of war, conflict, and trauma. A powerful work of testimony, May 4th Voices offers a 
new and unique contribution to the literature of the protest movement and the Vietnam era.**See also the May 4th 
Voices DVD (ISBN 978-1-60635-187-1) and A Teacherrsquo;s Resource Book for May 4th Voices (ISBN 978-1-
60635-166-6).

There is no greater method of teaching history than encouraging later generations to inhabit the lives of those who 
came before. America owes it to our children that these voices live. --Tom Hayden, From the ForewordAbout the 
AuthorDavid Hassler directs the Wick Poetry Center at Kent State University and is the author of two books of poems, 
most recently Red Kimono, Yellow Barn, for which he was awarded Ohio Poet of the Year. He is the author of 
Growing Season: The Life of a Migrant Community (The Kent State University Press, 2006) and coeditor of Learning 
by Heart: Contemporary American Poetry about School, After the Bell: Contemporary American Prose about School, 
and A Place to Grow: Voices and Images of Urban Gardeners. 


