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Frederick Douglass : Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass: 

57 of 59 people found the following review helpful. for they allow us to gain a better understanding of how far our 
society has comeBy JayahThis autobiography was assigned to me when I was a junior in high school. Three years 
later, as a sophomore in college, I was asked to read the book again for my class on Black Thought and Literature. I 
wish that I had taken the time to slow down and analyze Frederick Douglass' narrative from a literal, analytical, and 
figurative perspective. Had I done that the first time aroundmdash;as opposed to treating the book as another required 
reading that I needed to speed-read throughmdash;I believe that my understanding would have been more in-depth and 
meaningful. The emotion and conviction with which the author writes is not only poetic and moving, but captivating 
as well. The imagery, combined with Douglass' views on religion's role in the enslavement of black bodies, 
masterfully paints a story that (in combination with other narratives) has, unfortunately, been lost throughout time. In 
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fact, many Black writers during this period refused to publish their experiences for fear that they will be caught and 
returned to slavery. In other cases, some writers used pen names to add some anonymity to their experiences. 
Nevertheless, such works should be cherished and valued; for they allow us to gain a better understanding of how far 
our society has come, and how much more needs to be done to ensure a future where everyone is equal (in the truest 
sense of the word).0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Compelling narrative regarding the horrors of 
chattel slaveryBy gymgokiThis should be required reading for American history classes. Whereas the steady diet of 
slaveholder cruelty is burdensome at times, it must be endured because that is merely the truth. Douglass makes the 
intriguing observation that the institution of slavery turns humans into slaveholders with the attendant qualities of 
cruelty and blindness to their religious hypocrisy.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Must-Read for 
Every AmericanBy Paul WoodwardThis book should be required reading for every American. It is the true first-
person account of a slave woman who lived in the mid-nineteenth century South I have never read anything that so 
thoroughly embedded me in the culture of the time. The effects of this terrible stain on our national history are still 
being felt today.

Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass is a memoir and treatise on abolition written by famous orator and ex-
slave, Frederick Douglass. It is generally held to be the most famous of a number of narratives written by former 
slaves during the same period. In factual detail, the text describes the events of his life and is considered to be one of 
the most influential pieces of literature to fuel the abolitionist movement of the early 19th century in the United States.

From School Library JournalGrade 9 Up-This classic text in both American literature and American history is read by 
Pete Papageorge with deliberation and simplicity, allowing the author's words to bridge more than 160 years to today's 
listeners. Following a stirring preface by William Lloyd Garrison (who, nearly 20 years after he first met Douglass, 
would himself lead the black troops fighting from the North in the Civil War), the not-yet-30-year-old author recounts 
his life's story, showing effective and evocative use of language as well as unflinchingly examining many aspects of 
the Peculiar Institution of American Slavery. Douglass attributes his road to freedom as beginning with his being sent 
from the Maryland plantation of his birth to live in Baltimore as a young boy. There, he learned to read and, more 
importantly, learned the power of literacy. In early adolescence, he was returned to farm work, suffered abuse at the 
hands of cruel overseers, and witnessed abuse visited on fellow slaves. He shared his knowledge of reading with a 
secret "Sunday school" of 40 fellow slaves during his last years of bondage. In his early 20's, he ran away to the North 
and found refuge among New England abolitionists. Douglass, a reputed orator, combines concrete description of his 
circumstances with his own emerging analysis of slavery as a condition. This recording makes his rich work available 
to those who might feel encumbered by the printed page and belongs as an alternative in all school and public library 
collections.Francisca Goldsmith, Berkeley Public Library, CACopyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc. 
"Having consistently used the book for almost a decade, I can say that it remains the most popular of my required 
books. The introduction places Douglass in a historical context comprehensible to undergraduates and offers students 
shrewd insights into how he drafted his autobiography." -- customer "Having consistently used the book for almost a 
decade, I can say that it remains the most popular of my required books. The introduction places Douglass in a 
historical context comprehensible to undergraduates and offers students shrewd insights into how he drafted his 
autobiography." 


