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Christopher Bigsby : Remembering and Imagining the Holocaust: The Chain of Memory (Cambridge Studies 
in Modern Theatre)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
Remembering and Imagining the Holocaust: The Chain of Memory (Cambridge Studies in Modern Theatre): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Valuable Source BookBy T CIts back cover states humbly that this 
book is "a meditation on memory." This is an enjoyable book on, paradoxically, a painful subject. The Holocaust as 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B000SH2LNY


lived experiences resist artistic imagination, which is perhaps why so many works about it take the forms of reportage 
literature (eyewitness account, journals, diaries, interviews) or documentary. But Bigsby amply demonstrates that 
fiction and drama could sometimes set us free. If you think it is blasphemy to suggest the terrible events mesh well 
with imagination, read this book.

This is a meditation on memory and on the ways in which memory has operated in the work of writers for whom the 
Holocaust was a defining event. It is also an exploration of the ways in which fiction and drama have attempted to 
approach a subject so resistant to the imagination. Beginning with W. G. Sebald, for whom memory and the Holocaust 
were the roots of a special fascination, Bigsby moves on to consider those writers Sebald himself valued, including 
Arthur Miller, Anne Frank, Primo Levi and Peter Weiss, and those whose lives crossed in the bleak world of the 
camps, in fact or fiction. The book offers a chain of memories. It sets witness against fiction, truth against wilful 
deceit. It asks the question who owns the Holocaust - those who died, those who survived to bear witness, those who 
appropriated its victims to shape their own necessities.

"Bigsby's volume is a tremendous addition to the literature on Holocaust and memory. Scholars in this field will surely 
come to recognize this book for the huge contribution it makes." Nathan Andrew Wilson, H-German"The volume 
offers a well-expressed rumination on the complexities faced by writers of Holocaust literature and the controversies 
that have surrounded specific literary works." Alexandra Garbarini, American Historical About the AuthorChristopher 
Bigsby is Professor of American Studies at the University of East Anglia. 


