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Henrik Ibsen : Rosmersholmnbsp;(1886) (Plays Of Henrik Ibsen)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Rosmersholmnbsp;(1886) (Plays Of Henrik Ibsen): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A play by the father of realismBy Israel DrazinHenrik Ibsen (1828-
1906) is considered an important playwright and the ldquo;father of realism.rdquo; His parents went bankrupt when he 
was eight years old. He stopped school at age fifteen and worked in an apothecary for six years. These events affected 
his later plays that focus on social issues such as incest, venereal disease, poverty, and conflicts with town leaders. He 
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wrote his first play at age twenty-one.Many people consider this 1886 play, which still appears in theaters today, 
Ibsen's best play. It was one of Sigmund Freud's favorite plays because of hidden emotions percolating below its 
surface, deep sexual desires, naiuml;ve idealistic yearnings to help others, gripping guilt, male dominance over 
women, and feelings of being driven, as if by demons.Critic Martin Essling recognizes this and adds, "the continuing 
power and impact of Ibsen's plays springs from...the immense hidden and mysterious power" in the "coexistence of the 
realistic surface with the deep subconscious fantasy and dream elements behind it" such as the symbolic racing "white 
horses" that the play's characters think they see.Johannes Rosmer, an idealistic clergyman left the ministry after his 
wife's suicide, renounced his faith, isolated himself in his estate, but felt he must persuade people to join him in 
improving society. Rebecca West, who had cared for his wife, looks after him.Rosmer's wife recognized the 
impracticality of Rosmer's dream and tried to extinguish it. She became depressed when she failed to do so and 
because she saw Rebecca passionately loving her husband, supporting his efforts, and he falling in love with her. She 
killed herself to free her husband to marry Rebecca. Her death caused Rosmer and Rebecca strong inerasable guilt 
feelings. Each tried to escape this ghost that's tormenting them, and fail.Rosmer is shocked to discover that although 
his town people respect him, they don't want him to pursue his dream or become involved in it. Rebecca, like Rosmer's 
dead wife, decides that she too must make a supreme sacrifice to help him.Playwright George Bernard Shaw saw 
Rosmer as an "unpractical country parson," who was "meddlesome...who regards the ennobling of mankind as a sort 
of trade process of which his cloth gives him a monopoly." Rosmer's ideas were, as those of many idealists, vague, 
practically incoherent, based on notions of "purity." Shaw saw Rebecca as "a clever woman who pictures a noble 
career for the man she loves, and devotes herself to helping him achieve it." But is this abandonment of self 
good?Women's role is significant in this drama. Critic Janet Garton saw the events reflecting Ibsen's view: "In Ibsen's 
plays, as in the society of his day, a woman's chances of self-realization are largely dependent on the attitude of the 
men nearest to them, and it is the reaction of the men which is the key factor in deciding the outcome (to Rosmer's 
wife, Rebecca, and women generally)." Since this perversion of the female is often true today, since the psychological 
elements driving Ibsen's characters drive many people today, and since the play is very dramatic, people will enjoy 
reading and seeing it.

Henrik Ibsen (20th March, 1828 ndash; 23rd May, 1906) is often referred to as the father of realism and ranked just 
below Shakespeare as Europersquo;s greatest ever playwright especially as his plays are performed most frequently 
throughout the world after Shakespearersquo;s. He was Norwegian and although set his plays in Norway, he wrote 
them in Danish and lived most of his professional life in Italy and Germany. His affect on the theatre is still evident 
today and shapes the distinction of plays being art as opposed to entertainment since he broke down all previous 
traditions and explored issues, developed characterisation, revealed uncomfortable truths, challenged assumptions and 
brokedown facades in ourselves as well as society. These factors are clearly demonstrated in Rosmersholm whose 
action starts a year after the suicide of the wife of Rosmer, the principal character in the drama. Rosmer is an 
influential member of the ruling class with strong social religious and political beliefs that support the newly elected 
reformist government. However, his immoral lover, Rebecca and Kroll his brother-in-law and local schoolmaster try to 
undermine and sabotage this support. These characters provide a revealing portrait of the ethics that allow the 
traditional ruling class to impose its beliefs, the social political and religious changes that were occurring in 
contemporary society and an examination of personal guilt in what many critics have hailed as Ibsenrsquo;s 
masterwork.
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