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Oliver Goldsmith : She Stoops to Conquer  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised She Stoops to Conquer: 

Wealthy countryman Mr. Hardcastle arranges for his daughter Kate to meet Charles Marlow, the son of a rich 
Londoner, hoping the pair will marry. Unfortunately, Marlow is nervous around upper-class women, yet the complete 
opposite around working-class women. On his first acquaintance with Kate, the latter realises she will have to pretend 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00V9T0YJS


to be lsquo;commonrsquo;, or Marlow will not woo her. Thus Kate lsquo;stoops to conquerrsquo;, by posing as a 
maid, hoping to put Marlow at his ease so he falls for her. lsquo;Stoops to conquerrsquo; is a phrase that was made 
popular by Aphra Behn in the mid 17th century in her play ldquo;The Rover.rdquo; Marlow sets out for the 
Hardcastlersquo;s manor with a friend, George Hastings, an admirer of Miss Constance Neville, another young lady 
who lives with the Hardcastles. During the journey the two men become lost and stop at an alehouse. 

About the AuthorOliver Goldsmith (10 November 1728 ndash; 4 April 1774) was an Anglo-Irish novelist, playwright 
and poet, who is best known for his novel The Vicar of Wakefield (1766), his pastoral poem The Deserted Village 
(1770), and his plays The Good-Natur'd Man (1768) and She Stoops to Conquer (1771, first performed in 1773). He 
also wrote An History of the Earth and Animated Nature. He is thought to have written the classic children's tale The 
History of Little Goody Two-Shoes, the source of the phrase "goody two-shoes". 


