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Coco Fusco : The Bodies That Were Not Ours: And Other Writings  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Bodies That Were Not Ours: And Other Writings: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Amara SmithThis book is fantastic! thank you!

Interdisciplinary artist and writer Coco Fusco is one of North America's leading interpreters of intercultural theory and 
practice. This volume gathers together her finest writings since 1995 and includes critical essays by Jean Fisher and 
Caroline Vercoe that interpret her work.Engaging and provocative, these essays, interviews, performance scripts and 
fotonovelas take readers on a tour of our current multicultural landscape. Fusco explores such issues as sex tourism in 
Cuba as a barometer of the island's entry into the global economy, Frantz Fanon's theorization of metropolitan 
blackness, and artistic and net activist responses to the effects of free trade on the Mexican populace. She interviews 
such postcolonial personnae as Isaac Julien, Hilton Als and Tracey Moffatt. Approaching the dynamics of cultural 
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fusion from many angles, Fusco's satires, commentaries, and sociological inquiries collapse boundaries, and form a 
sustained meditation on how the forces of globalization impact upon the making of art.

From Publishers WeeklyTaking on "Captain Shit and Other Allegories of Black Stardom," Performance artist and 
cultural theorist Coco Fusco (English Is Broken Here) presents The Bodies That Were Not Ours and Other Writings, a 
series of meditations on and interviews with artists like Chris Offili (the captain himself) and Tracey Moffatt; 
dialogues on "Stuff" including wry instructions on how to rhumba ("Fantnbsp;stico, OK let's add the shoulders!"); 
essays about her own performances; and ruminations on sex workers in Cuba and Mexican art in the age of free trade. 
Uniting this various collection is Fusco's provocative, sharp-tongued commentary on the relationship between art and 
the daily, bodily experiences of formerly colonized peoples. Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc. 
"Fusco is a fine journalist, patient, obsessive and skeptical. There is a probing relentlessness throughout the essay that 
is a recognisable signature, a distinctive tenacity that exemplifies the seriousness and singularity of Coco Fusco's 
ongoing project.."-Kodwo Eshun, NKA, Fall/Winter 2003 "Fusco, a consummate insider, positions herself as an 
outsider, someone alive to the endless war of position that is the contemporary art market. It is a stance exemplified in 
her prose style which is at one and the same time fank and combative, gossipy and malicious, historically minded and 
earnestly, even righteously pessimistic.."-Kodwo Eshun, NKA, Fall/Winter 2003 "It is rare that one finds such a global 
thinker such as Coco Fusco whose vision manages to encompass issues within contemporary art such as racial identity, 
performance, the black body and public space witha conscience of history and power...Fusco delivers within her texts 
a heavy research base and an intense undestanding of her homelands political crisis... Fusco's writings are meaty and 
rich...I found Fusco's writings and her work exciting and inspiring and in many ways a sentinel in regards to our own 
very passive conceptual civillity. The Bodies That Were Not Ours is itself a discourse within the language of 
contemporary art and a valuable collection of texts. -Christian Thompson, Fineartforum.org.""Provacative and 
elegant... Writing about ethnic and artistic identity with acute insight and obvious passion for her various mediums, 
Fusco nevertheless makes clear that the fusion of art and global politics hasn't come nearly as far as many cultural 
commentators would like to think."-Andi Zeisler, "Bitch: Feminist Response to Pop Culture, , Spring 2002 "Diverse 
bodies circulate in Coco Fusco's the bodies that were not ours. One of the most haunting bodies in this compelling 
collection of artists' writings is the figure of the corpse...makes for very interesting reading...I found myself utterly 
persuaded by Fusco's cogent arguments about the political stakes involved. Maria Wlash, Art and News."About the 
AuthorCoco Fusco is the author of English is Broken Here: Notes on Cultural Fusion in the Americas (1995) and the 
editor of Corpus Delecti: Performance Art of the Americas (1999). She is an associate professor at the Tyler School of 
Art of Temple University. 


