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Dan Dietz: The Complete Book of 1960s Broadway Musicals before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not
it would be worth my time, and all praised The Complete Book of 1960s Broadway Musicals:

13 of 13 people found the following review helpful. Comprehensive and InformativeBy Ryanl have to strongly
disagree with the other reviewer here comparing this book to Show Tunes by Steven Suskin. Both are very good books
but their focuses are different.Suskin's book covers alarger amount of ground over many decades, with very basic
information on shows written by major composers, but it is hardly comprehensive.Dietz on the other hand has done an
excellent job of preserving every single Broadway musical (hit or flop) from the 60s (as well as many shows that
closed on the road before making it to Broadway) and contains information on so many more shows than Suskin
compiled in his own book. Any show that wasn't written by a significant composer is barely mentioned in Show
Tunes, however even the most obscure shows in this complete book get over a page each on plot information, casts,
song lists, recordings, and all other bits of triviathat | have not seen anywhere before. It may be a hefty price but its


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00JRUBVC0

worth it for the comprehensive nature of the book. Though | see thereis also arecent release of shows from the 50s, |
would love to see arelease of the 70s and 80s decades too.1 of 3 people found the following review helpful. $54. 49
for aKindle edition???By Diogenes$54.49 for a Kindle edition???7 of 18 people found the following review helpful.
It'sinteresting but...By J. A. KawarskyAll the information can be found elsewhere...Showtunes by Steven Suskin has
all thisin it (different set-up). Scholarship is severely lacking in bibliography, lack of footnotes and what the primary
sources are. Good for alibrary's reference section. Need not own for personal library....takes up to much space.

While the 1960s may have been a decade of significant upheaval in America, it was also one of the richest periodsin
musical theatre history. Shows produced on Broadway during this time include such classics as Bye, Bye Birdie;
Cabaret; Camelot; Hello Dolly!; Fiddler on the Roof; How to Succeed in Business without Really Trying; Oliver!; and
Man of LaMancha. Performers such as Dick Van Dyke, Anthony Newley, Jerry Orbach, and Barbara Streisand made
their marks, and other talentsmdash;such as Bob Fosse, John Kander, Fred Ebb, Alan Jay Lerner, Frederick Loewe,
Jerome Robbins, and Stephen Sondheimmdash;also contributed to shows. In The Complete Book of 1960s Broadway
Musicals, Dan Dietz examines every musical and revue that opened on Broadway during the 1960s. In addition to
providing details on every hit and flop, Dietz includes revivals and one-man and one-woman shows that centered on
stars like Jack Benny, Maurice Chevalier, Marlene Dietrich, Danny Kaye, Y ves Montand, and Lena Horne. Each entry
consists of :0Opening and closing datesPlot summariesCast membersNumber of performancesNames of all important
personnel, including writers, composers, directors, choreographers, producers, and musical directorsMusical numbers
and the names of performers who introduced the songsProduction data, including information about tryoutsSource
material Critical commentary Tony awards and nominations Details about London and other foreign productionsin
addition to entries for each production, the book offers numerous appendixes: a discography, film and television
versions, published scripts, Gilbert and Sullivan operettas, and lists of productions by the New Y ork City Center Light
Opera Company, the New Y ork City Opera Company, and the Music Theatre of Lincoln Center. A treasure trove of
information, this significant resource will be of use to scholars, historians, and casual fans of one of the greatest
decades in musical theatre history.

From BooklistThis hefty volume examines all 271 musicals that opened on Broadway from 1960 through 1969, from
the familiar (Camelot, Fiddler on the Roof, Funny Girl, and Hello, Dally!) to the obscure (Holly Golightly and 1491).
As author Dietz notes in the introduction to this book, the 1960s saw the last hurrah of the traditional book musical. In
this decade, there were 98 new musicals (with original music) produced on Broadway. (Compare this to the years 2000
to 2009, which saw 38 new musicals and 42 revivals.) This reference covers those musicals, as well as a number of
musical revues, imports from Londonrsguo;s West End, revivals, and pre-Broadway closings.The technical details for
each production include opening and closing dates; number of performances; names of the writers, composers,
directors, and casts; and a brief description. Thisisfollowed by afull listing of the musical numbers and a narrative
(ranging one to three pages) about the show. The narrative portions of the entries consist of facts and figures, quotes,
and interesting detailsmdash;and Dietz does a wonderful job of remaining objective, not allowing personal bias or
preference to show. There are 12 appendixes, including an aphabetical listing of shows, a chronology by season, a
chronology by classification (i.e., Idquo;Revuesrdquo; and Idquo;Institutional Revivalsrdquo;), and alist of shows by
Broadway theater.There are a number of books about Broadway musicals, but this onemdash;set to be the first in a
new series examining musicals by decademdash;stands out as arich and readable resource. General theater enthusiasts
will enjoy perusing this book, and students or researchersin the field will find this to be a great starting point.
Recommended for medium and large public-library reference collections as well as academic libraries supporting
performing-arts programs. --Rebecca Vnuk Between the forgotten Beg, Borrow or Steal (February 1960) and Meredith
Willson's 1491 (which closed pre-Broadway in October 1969), 271 musicals opened or tried to open on Broadway.
Dietz, author of Off-Broadway Musicals, here discusses al book musicals with new music, revivals, revues, imports,
and other works that appeared in New Y ork venues (plus 29 pre-Broadway closings). Each chronologically arranged
entry includes opening and closing dates, number of performances, crew, cast (with character names), setting, musical
numbers (and performers), a two-page plot summary and critical reception, awards, book availability, and recording
history. If a performer's name was billed above the title, it is presented in italics. Entries are well written, with
subjectivity kept to a minimum (the critics do the talking), and the commentary is well informed. Included in the 12
appendixes are a discography and a filmography. More detailed than Thomas Hischak's Broadway Plays and Musicals,
and more comprehensive than Stanley Green's Broadway Musicals: Show by Show (7th ed., rev. and updated, or
Ethan Mordden's Open a New Window: The Broadway Musical in the 1960s, thisis a valuable resource for all theater
collections. Summing Up: Highly recommended. Lower-level undergraduates through researchers/faculty; general
readers. (CHOICE)This hefty volume examines all 271 musicals that opened on Broadway from 1960 through 1969,
from the familiar (Camelot, Fiddler on the Roof, Funny Girl, and Hello, Dolly!) to the obscure (Holly Golightly and
1491). As author Dietz notes in the introduction to this book, the 1960s saw the last hurrah of the traditional book
musical. In this decade, there were 98 new musicals (with original music) produced on Broadway. (Compare this to



the years 2000 to 2009, which saw 38 new musicals and 42 revivals.) This reference covers those musicals, aswell as
anumber of musical revues, imports from Londonrsguo;s West End, revivals, and pre-Broadway closings. The
technical details for each production include opening and closing dates; number of performances, names of the writers,
composers, directors, and casts; and a brief description. Thisis followed by afull listing of the musical numbers and a
narrative (ranging one to three pages) about the show. The narrative portions of the entries consist of facts and figures,
guotes, and interesting detail smdash;and Dietz does a wonderful job of remaining objective, not allowing personal bias
or preference to show. There are 12 appendixes, including an alphabetical listing of shows, a chronology by season, a
chronology by classification (i.e., 'Revues and 'Institutional Revivals), and alist of shows by Broadway theater. There
are anumber of books about Broadway musicals, but this onemdash;set to be the first in a new series examining
musicals by decademdash;stands out as arich and readable resource. General theater enthusiasts will enjoy perusing
this book, and students or researchersin the field will find thisto be a great starting point. Recommended for medium
and large public-library reference collections as well as academic libraries supporting performing-arts programs.
(Booklist)Numerous and notable musicals made their initial runsin the 1960s. . . .[The author] compiles plot
summaries, cast members, composers, writers, directors, producers, and information about the musical, for shows
produced from 1960 to 1969, encompassing the 1959-1960 through the 1969-1970 seasons. Additional information in
each entry includes the number of performances, specific songs, opening and closing dates, and reception history.
Dietz adds his own critical commentary, as he calls the 1960s the 'last hurrah of the traditional book musical.' In that
decade, 98 new book musicals with new music appeared on Broadway. This is compared to the recent decade of 2000-
2009, which saw only 38 premiere with new musical content. However, there were several more revivals. The book
presents 271 musicals that opened on Broadway during the 1960s; this includes 98 with new music, 3 with pre-
existing music, 22 revues, 16 personality revues, 58 revivals, and several imports. Several appendixes add data. . . .The
first, an alphabetic list of musicals, designates the years only when another musical of that title was produced. Others
appendixes present chronologies (one by season, another by classification), discography, filmography, the operettas of
Gilbert and Sullivan, three lists by the theater producing the musical (e.g., New Y ork City Center Light Opera
Company, New Y ork City Opera Company, Lincoln Center), published scripts, and theaters (with the musicals they
presented). The author usesitalics to display cast members who were billed above the musicalrsquo;stitle. (American
Reference Books Annual)About the AuthorDan Dietz taught English and the history of modern drama at Western
CarolinaUniversity, and later served with the U.S. Government Accountability Office and the U.S. Education
Department. He is the author of Off-Broadway Musicals, 1910-2007: Casts, Credits, Songs, Critical Reception and
Performance Data of More Than 1,800 Shows (2010).



