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Charles King : Under Fire  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Under Fire: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. ExcellentBy EdwAll the books I have read by Capt King are 
excellent, this one, Under Fire, is really first-rate. Its story line is written in a way that captures the interest of the 
reader and has some surprises waiting on the next page or next chapter. It contains an interesting blend of deception, 
treachery, romantic liaisons all brought together in an excellent short story. I would recommend any book by Capt 
King, but Under Fire rates among the upper onersquo;s I would recommend to a reader of late 1800rsquo;s western 
military stories.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy TeakSatisfied

Charles King (October 12, 1844 in Albany, New York ndash; March 17, 1933 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin) was a United 
States soldier and a distinguished writer. King was the son of Civil War general Rufus King, grandson of Columbia 
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University president Charles King, and great grandson of Rufus King, who was one the signers of the United States 
Constitution on September 17, 1787, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He graduated from West Point in 1866 and served 
in the Army during the Indian Wars under George Crook. He was wounded in the arm and head during the Battle of 
Sunset Pass forcing his retirement from the regular army. During this time he became acquainted with Buffalo Bill 
Cody. King would later write scripts for several of Cody's silents films. He also served in the Wisconsin National 
Guard from 1882 until 1897, becoming Adjutant General in 1895.In the spring of 1885, General King (at that time 
Captain) was riding in the area of Delafield, Wisconsin after visiting the Cushing homestead on the Bark River 
(present day Cushing Park) and the parents of the three historic Cushing Brothers. Captain King came upon a man 
dressed in a bathrobe drilling young men with broomsticks. Watching this futile exercise by toy soldiers, General King 
began to chuckle. Reverend Sydney T. Smythe asked what was so funny, and the reply was, "I mean no disrespect, sir, 
but let me show you how it is done." He then proceeded to teach the young men the West Point Manual of Arms. The 
now Impressed Head Master of the St. Johns Military Academy (now the St. John's Northwestern Military Academy) 
inquired as to the gentlemen's name. Upon answering, Reverend Smythe shook hands and inquired on the spot of 
General King's availability.

About the AuthorCharles King wrote sixty-nine books, most of them novels based on army life. When he died in 1933, 
he was credited with seventy years of military service. Don Russell, author of The Lives and Legends of Buffalo Bill 
(Norman, 1960), has provided an illuminating introduction. He is the editor of The Westerners Brand Book, Chicago, 
and associate editor of the New Standard Encyclopedia. 


